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In the beginning………. Highways England talked about specific Expressway routes 



Stakeholders had very little 
influence on Corridor choice. 

But from Spring of 2018 
Highways England talked only of 
three broad corridors, A, B and C. 

Corridor A, the ‘Southern Route’ 

Corridor B Corridor C, the ‘Northern Route’ 



On September 12th last year 
Highways England announced a 
modified Corridor B for further 
study. 

Corridor A, the ‘Southern Route’ 

Corridor B Corridor C, the ‘Northern Route’ 

Corridor Announced 



Corridor B before September 12th 



Corridor B after September 12th 
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and Houses? 

Even without the Expressway, 
Buckinghamshire is set to grow 



Milton Keynes: 99,528 households (approx. houses) 
248,821 people (2.5 pphh) 

Buckinghamshire census 2011 
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Milton Keynes: 99,528 households (approx. houses) 
248,821 people (2.5 pphh) 

Buckinghamshire census 2011 

Aylesbury Vale: 69,655 households (approx. houses) 
174,137 people (2.5 pphh) (2011 ccensus) 

   i.e. approx 38% growth in Aylesbury Vale 2013 - 2033 
(MK planned growth 27% 2011-2026) 

  (ONS projected growth for England is 16% by 2050) 
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Houses across the ‘Arc’ 

Currently planned 
homes 

Currently planned + 
backlog homes Additional Ox-Cam ‘Arc’ 

homes 

The Ox-Cam Arc’s ‘Transformational Scenario’ 

Bucks’ proportionate share of 170,000 expressway houses 
would be 82,000 

So, even with no more Local Plan growth, Aylesbury Vale will 
grow by 87% by 2050 (national average 16% by 2050) 
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Along route B3 in Buckinghamshire, the Expressway will 
support up to 100,787 houses (235,000 people). 

The NIC Report (5th Studio SQW) says there will be 82,000 
new houses in Aylesbury Vale + MK (the 

‘transformational growth’ figure). 

Therefore all the aspirational growth associated with the 
expressway in AVDC and MK could be accommodated 

near expressway junctions. 
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All along the  ‘Arc’, the story is the same 
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All along the  ‘Arc’, the story is the same 

Highways England proposes 360,000 new houses along the Expressway 

Oxford 

Cambridge 
Winslow 

…that still leaves 193,000 new Expressway-unlocked houses elsewhere. 
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The ‘Missing 
Link’ 

Cars, Houses, People……. and Freight 
TENtec Freight Network 

TENtec  Trans European Transport Network 
= North Sea – Mediterranean 
= Other Core Network 
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From Oxford to Cambridge Expressway Strategic Study: Stage 3 report, p. 47. November 2016 

HGV movements will increase along the RED routes 
and decrease along the BLUE routes 

Cars, Houses, People……. and Freight 

The Expressway The “Missing Link” 
i.e. the Expressway! 
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Cars, Houses, People……. and Freight 

Bicester 

The 2016 suggested 
route (the A418) is 
outside Corridor B3 

OXFORD 

LONDON 

MILTON KEYNES BEDFORD 

LUTON 

Winslow 

1.3 million HGV movements 
per year, somewhere in 

Corridor B3? (3,000/day) 
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and the Stakeholders, representing the 
public, are…..? 

These Councils (ALL stakeholders) 
are supposed to be representing 
OUR interests to Highways 
England. 
 
They are supposed to be consulting 
with us, so that our views are 
passed back to Highways England. 
 
Let’s make sure that they do. 



Common sense says……………………… 
 



1) Public transport not private transport. 
 
2) Social housing not commercial/’affordable’ housing. 
 
3) Jobs to the North of the country, not to the South. 
 
4) Freight by rail, not by road. 
 
5) Engage with the affected population. 
 
6) If you double a population in 30 years……  
         It will be difficult to create a ‘sense of place’ for the 
newcomers... and…. 

   …it will destroy the sense of place of those already living there.  

Common sense says……………………… 
 



1) Public transport not private transport. 
 
2) Social housing not commercial/’affordable’ housing. 
 
3) Jobs to the North of the country, not to the South. 
 
4) Freight by rail, not by road. 
 
5) Engage with the affected population. 
 
6) If you double a population in 30 years……  
         It will be difficult to create a ‘sense of place’ for the 
newcomers... and…. 

   …it will destroy the sense of place of those already living there.  

Common sense says……………………… 
 

Expressway? 
 
 



1) Public transport not private transport. 
 
2) Social housing not commercial/’affordable’ housing. 
 
3) Jobs to the North of the country, not to the South. 
 
4) Freight by rail, not by road. 
 
5) Engage with the affected population. 
 
6) If you double a population in 30 years……  
         It will be difficult to create a ‘sense of place’ for the 
newcomers... and…. 

   …it will destroy the sense of place of those already living there.  

Common sense says……………………… 
 

Expressway? 
 
 



The No Expressway Group Campaign 



What’s Next?  
How Can We Influence? 

Olivia Field 
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The Oxford Cambridge Expressway is a…. 
 

Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) 

1. Public Inquiries of the sort used for the M40 in the 1970s/80s are 
no longer held 

2. NSIPs are examined by an Independent Inspector appointed by 
the Planning Inspectorate 

3. The entire examination process takes no longer than 14 months 

4. There is only very limited public involvement, usually restricted 
to registered Interested Parties (IPs) 

5. Interested Parties can challenge the process, but not the outcome 
(i.e. you will get an expressway somewhere). 
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Currently we are in the 
Pre Application Stage 

Preferred Route 
Announcement, 

Autumn 2020 

Interested Parties can 
submit written 

evidence, attend the 
Public Hearing, and may 

be invited to speak. 

We will have a limited 
time to register as  
Interested Parties. 
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Context - Who’s doing what on the “Arc”? 

1. Highways England 

2. Oxford – Cambridge Arc Leaders Group 

3. England’s Economic Heartland  

4. East West Rail 

5. Other Gov. Depts 

• Dept Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy  (LEP’s; Strategy) 

• Dept. Environment, Food & Rural Affairs  (Env. Agency) 

• Dept. International Trade 

Q – Who’s in charge? 
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The Challenge 

• “The Arc” Plan community engagement   -  Summer 2019 ? 

• EEH Outline Transport Strategy engagement - now to 31st Oct 

• HE Route options consultation                    -  Autumn 2019  

Register as a stakeholder (group or individual) 

• HE Preferred route consultation                 -  Late 2020 
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• HE Route options consultation                    -  Autumn 2019  

• Information about route options 

• Can you say “NO”? 

• How HE process the feedback 

• More info will follow  -  noexpressway.org 
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1. Have our say! 
• Put up a sign 
• Hold Councillors and MPs to account 
• Consultations 

The Challenge 

2. Spread the word    

• Share news and updates online, follow us @no_expressway, 
sign-up on noexpressway.org 

• Urge people to involve Parish, Local and District Councillors in 
Expressway plans 

• Work to cancel the Expressway before it is too late 
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How can we Influence? 

1. Have our say! 
• Put up a sign 
• Hold Councillors and MPs to account 
• Consultations 

The Challenge 

2. Spread the word    

3. Submit Environment, Heritage, Wildlife info to HE 

4. Work together to make this “scary”  -  elections 

5. Prepare for HE’s next steps 
- Recruit experts to help with the NSIPs process 

Examine NIC, HE, EEH and other relevant documents 

- Are the facts correct? Do the ‘models’ make sense? 
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Actions – what you can do! 

1. Register to be a Highways England Stakeholder 

2. Sign-up to our updates  -  noexpressway.org 

3. Have your voice heard (MP’s, Cllrs, consultations) 

4. Donate (time / money / skills) 

5. Follow us on social media 
Facebook  -  No Expressway Group page 

Twitter      -  @no_expressway 

6. Set up a local group?  (liaise with BEAG / NEG) 

7. Get your friends involved! 



` 
Thank you! 




