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Horton-cum-Studley Expressway Group 

• From Horton-cum-Studley 
• Olivia Field (Chair), David Rogers (Secretary), Sarah Foxcroft, Gail 

Sawyer, Peter Heather, Susan Canney, Nick Forrester, Lisa Mynheer, 
Tim Dixon, Lorraine Dixon, Philip Roys, Helen Roys,  
 

• From Beckley 
• Ann Henman, Geoff Henman, Tony Strong 

 

• From Charlton-on-Otmoor 
• Terry Pollard 

 

• Others involved from  
• Beckley, Oddington, Stanton St John 



Agenda 

1. Corridor Announcement 

2. Raising Awareness Campaigns 

3. Major Events 

4. UK Environmental Law 

5. Highways England’s Corridors & Routes 

6. What comes next? 

7. Q & A 



1. Corridor Announcement 
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Horton-cum-Studley 

Corridor B, prior to September 2018 (one of three options)  Corridor B, “preferred” option, September 12th 2018  

for route development 
(indicative only) 



2. Raising Awareness 
… About the proposed Expressway 

Reaching out to the “towns” of Otmoor and 
surrounding villages 





Information 

• Leaflets 

 

 



Information 

• Travelling pagoda  

 

• Leaflets 

 

 



Information 

• T-shirts 

 

• Travelling pagoda  

 

• Leaflets 

 



Web-sites 

• Save Otmoor plus petition  

• Walk the Moor 

• noexpressway.org 

 

 



Social Media 

• Twitter  

#SayNo2Expressway 
#saveotmoor  

@HcSSaveOtmoor @saveotmoor  
@CanneySusan @nickforester8 @LisaMynheer @SarahFoxcroft  

TAG Politians:@Jesse_Norman @ChrisGraylingMP @michaelgove @natalieben 

        Follower networks: @OxfordFOE1 @CPREOxfordshire @natalieben  

        Media: @TheOxfordMail  

                      @oxfordtimes  

     @GeorgeMonbiot 

 

 

• Facebook 
 



Meetings & briefings with MPs & councillors 

• Expressway Action Group 
meeting (March) 

• April Parish Council Meeting 

• Hustings meeting  

• Parish AGM  (June) 

 

 

• Meeting with Keith Taylor, 
Green MEP (July) 

• Iain Stewart MP, 
responsible for the Arc, & 
John Howell MP (May) 



Networking & reaching out to 
other organisations and villages 

Expressway Action 
Group 

 

 

 

 

 



Event - Walk 
the Moor 
 



Event – 
Bonn 
Square 



Media – TV & 
newspapers 







3. Major Events 





4. UK Environmental Law 



Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive (SEA) (EU 
Directive 2001/42/EC; UK Environmental Assessment of 
Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004) 

• Systematic decision support process, aiming to ensure 
that environmental and other sustainability aspects are 
considered effectively in policy, plan and programme 
making 

 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) (85/337/EEC 
etc) 

• assessment of the environmental consequences 
(positive and negative) of actual projects prior to the 
decision to move forward 



• Highways England questioned as to absence of SEA  

by HcS Expressway Group (May) and BBOWT (April) 

• Highways England response:  

“The earlier stage of this options process does not give rise to a SEA 
obligation.”  

“A choice between options ultimately requires an Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) which Highways England expect will be required.” 

HcS Expressway Group took action: 

• Contacted Environmental Law Foundation – 
supports communities groups with legal 
advice, often pro bono 

• Commissioned Merrow Golden, FTB 
Chambers, London 

• Kept BBOWT, RSPB and NEA informed 



• ELF letter to Minister Chris 
Grayling and Highways England 

• Supported by RSPB, BBOWT, 
BCNWT 

 

 

• Highways England  

   response to ELF 

 

• ELF rebuttal 



BBOWT take over from HcS 
Expressway Group 
From Tom Beckett at BBOWT 

• “Thank you for everything you have done to date, it has saved us a considerable 
amount of time and I have been in awe of your light of foot approach.  It has long 
been our intention to appeal against the lack of SEA so I have avidly read all 
communications between ELFs solicitors and those of the governments.  Our 
leadership team also want to take a legal challenge.  The missing piece of our puzzle 
has been a barrister to pursue this. It is with whole hearted thanks that I accept your 
very generous offer of taking on the work to challenge the government on the lack of 
SEA for the Ox-Cam Expressway.” 

 

BBOWT and BCNWT press release 26 Sep “Legal challenge launched”  

• “We would like to acknowledge the work that Barrister Merrow Golden and the 
Horton cum Studley Expressway Group have undertaken up to this point with regard 
to challenging the lack of an SEA.” 

• Oxford Mail / BBC1 local news on 27 Sep 





5. Highways England 
Corridors & Routes 



In the beginning………. Highways England talked about specific Expressway routes 



But from Spring of 2018 Highways 
England talked only of three broad 
corridors, A, B and C. 
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Both Corridors B 
and C would 
seriously affect 
Otmoor. 

Stakeholders had very little 
influence on Corridor choice. 

But from Spring of 2018 Highways 
England talked only of three broad 
corridors, A, B and C. 

Corridor A, the ‘Southern Route’ 

Corridor B Corridor C, the ‘Northern Route’ 
Horton-cum-Studley 



Corridor B before September 12th 

Horton-cum-Studley 



Corridor B after September 12th 

Horton-cum-Studley 



But…. 
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But…. 

Some areas are still under threat…………… 

Western Otmoor New M40 junction near Arncott? ‘Pinch point’ near Wheatley 
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Where will all those houses go?  Take the ’21 Bicesters’ challenge tonight! 

This is what 
Corridor B would 
look like with 21 
new Bicesters! 



6. What Comes Next? 
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Options Phase 

Highways England Major Project Milestones & Lifecycle 



Current threats 

• An Expressway somewhere 

• Otmoor basin & Bernwood Forest ecosystems are 
still at risk 

• New M40 junction at Arncott 

• 300,000 new homes in Oxfordshire & all associated 
infrastructure/services 

• Loss of Green Belt land 

• Highways England have stated they could choose a 
route outside new Corridor B 

 

 



What next for HcS Expressway Group? 

“Plan A” = No Expressway 

“Plan B” = If there is an Expressway, ensure it does not 

  destroy Otmoor basin & Bernwood Forest 

 

Proposed activities: 

• Continue raising awareness 

• Working with other groups 

• Prepare for the Public Inquiry on selected route 



How? – Continue Awareness Raising 

• Update & unify our messaging  (posters, signs, 

website etc.) 

• Maintain public awareness 

• Investigate one-off events which attract press 

attention 

• Support other group activities 

• Investigate how to protect Otmoor & Bernwood for 

future generations  (e.g. an Area of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty) 



How? – Work with other groups 

Continue Partnership building –  

To share information / lessons learned / facts & figures / 
awareness 

 

• Have strong links with RSPB, BBOWT, BCNWT, FoE, CPRE, 
No Expressway Alliance (NEA) Otmoor villages,  

• Involved with Need Not Greed campaign 

• Also supporting North Otmoor No Expressway Group 
(NONE) 

• Build relationships with other groups e.g. Ramblers, 
Woodlands Trust, Oxford Preservation Trust 

 



How? – Prepare for Public Inquiry 

There will be a Public Inquiry on route selection 

 

To be prepared 

• Line up experts 

• Seek advice on process 

• Work with BBOWT on further submission of 
environmental information to Highways England 

 



Now we need your help in: 

• Getting involved in our activities 

 

• New and exciting ideas for our campaign 

 

• Fund-raising 

 

 



7. Q & A 



Please remember: 

• We’ve had a small win…. But we have not won the war! 
 

• Very real threats: 
• An Expressway somewhere 

• Otmoor basin & Bernwood Forest ecosystems are still at risk 

• New M40 junction at Arncott 

• 300,000 new homes in Oxfordshire & all associated 
infrastructure/services 

• Loss of Green Belt land 

• Highways England have stated they could choose a route 
outside new Corridor B 

 


